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PROFILE/PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY

Geiss is an editor, freelance writer and published non-fiction author with over a decade of experience with a variety of
genres and industries including art history, developmental psychology, current events, education, energy issues and
parenting. Editing skills include using editor’'s and proofreaders’ marks for manual editing, tracking-tools editing
features for MS-Word® as well as AP, APA, Chicago Manual and MLA styles. Experience includes all publication
stages from research to post-production for a range of media including periodicals/serials, exhibition catalogs,
brochures, handbooks, ad copy, Web copy, fiction and non-fiction books and essays. Expertise also includes writing
non-fiction books, articles for serials/periodicals, book reviews, technical writing and small design work and desktop
publishing.

PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS EXPERIENCE

Copy Editor (December 2006 to present — part time/independent contractor)

Contributing Editor (October 2008 to present — part time/independent contractor)

World Energy Source/Loomis Publishing Services, Inc. — Houston, Texas

Copy Editor for World Energy Monthly Review and World Energy Magazine, (from December 2006). Edit page proofs
of both magazines; provide substantive editing of author essays. Contribute feature articles (from Summer 2007) for
World Energy Monthly Review becoming a Contributing Editor for the Monthly Review in October 2008.

Freelance/Contract Writer (February 2003 to present)

Various Publications — Taylor, Mich.

Writer for various digital and printed media publications on current events, education, energy issues, parenting and
other topics. In alphabetical order, publications include babiesonline.com, Family Resource, Metro Mode Media,
Mothering, The News-Herald, non-fiction books written for hire, Speak to Me Magazine, World Energy Monthly
Review and others. (See list of selected publications for specific dates and titles.)

Freelance Editor and Owner (2001 to present — part time and full time)

Red Pencil Editing Services, LLC — Boston, Mass. and Taylor, Mich.

Established freelance editing business in Boston in 2001, which primarily served the academic community. In 2003
added an Internet presence with www.redpencilediting.com in order to serve a broader audience of writers and
industries and provide a range of editing services from proofreading and copy editing to manuscript critiquing,
substantive editing, developmental editing, ghost writing and research/fact checking. Projects have included work for
individual clients and such companies as Alteris Group, Boyd Communications, Cengage/Thompson Gale, Michigan
Suburbs Alliance, the Education and Publications departments of The Charles H. Wright Museum of African American
History, and The Southern Great Lakes Symphony.

Director of Education (April 2000 to January 2003)

The Rose Art Museum at Brandeis University — Waltham, Mass.

Conceived and implemented academic and non-curricular educational and public programs. Developed and wrote
interpretive materials for exhibitions including brochures and didactic label texts including £arly Modern Art an
exhibition co-curated with the museum director in conjunction with the museum's 40"-anniversary exhibitions. Edited
museum publications. Ran professional development workshops for area K-12 teachers and worked with visiting
scholars and artists-in-residence. Developed and designed Perspectives, the museum’s gallery activity guide for
families and children. Coordinated, taught and supervised undergraduate interns, docents and tour groups. Co-
founded with two other Boston-area curators ABCD (Arts Boston Contemporary Dialogues) — a monthly program
designed to provide engaging topical discussion about contemporary art and its issues.

Freelance Editor (July to October 2003)

The Creative Group — Southfield, Mich.

Edited ad copy and brochure copy for Young & Rubicam and J. Walter Thompson with heavy emphasis on the
automotive sector and related industries.

Freelance Editor (June 2000 to September 2003, part time)
Editavenue.com — Boston, Mass.
Provided proofreading, copy editing and editorial services for individual clients online.

Freelance Editor (June 2000 to January 2003, part time)

nSIGHT — Burlington, Mass.

Proofread, copy edited, and provided substantive editing work for journal articles, newsletters, brochures and
guidebooks including the American Journal of Archaeology and Boston-area institutions.


http://www.metromodemedia.com/Print.spix?FileID=1e2ae78e-3db9-41cc-bdc1-27ab0a8a0021
http://www.redpencilediting.com/
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Muriel G. S. Lewis Fellow (June 1998 to April 2000)

Department of European Paintings, The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston — Boston, Mass.

Researched background information, provenance information and other pertinent materials for the Monet, Renoir and
the Impressionist Landscape exhibition, (Nagoya, Japan, April 1999). Proofread, copy- and line-edited the
mechanicals and galleys for the exhibition catalogue. Contributing Author for the exhibition catalogue for the 2000
North American tour with essays on work in the exhibition by Degas, L'hermitte, Monet, Pissarro, Renoir and others.
Duties as a Lewis Fellow included being a research assistant for the Van Gogh: Face To Face exhibition (Boston,
Detroit and Amsterdam).

Barbara Fish Lee Fellow (August 1997 to June 1998)

Department of European Paintings, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston — Boston, Mass.

Research assistant and part of departmental editing team for the following exhibitions and publications: Monet in the
Twentieth Century; Mary Cassatt: Modern Woman; Monet, Renoir and the Impressionist Landscape; French Paintings
in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Vol. 1: Artists Born Before 1790. Work included provenance and other pertinent
research for these exhibitions and publications.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS HISTORY
(In printed and digital media. Links are provided where available.)

Contributing Author (March 2009)
"A Labor of Love" in A Cup of Comfort for New Mothers (Adams Media, ISBN: 1-5986-9871-0) Essay on the
completely natural, unmedicated birth in-hospital of my first child.

Contributing Editor — World Energy Monthly Review (February 2009)
"Field Report: Michigan State-of-the-State Address," Vol. 5, No. 1 (Jan./Feb. 2009).

Contributing Author (January 2009)
Green Cleaning (Publications International, Ltd., ISBN: 1-4127-1682-9) A handbook on household cleaning methods
that are greener, all-natural, powerful, easy-to-use and inexpensive alternatives to traditional commercial cleansers.

Features Writer (November 2008)
"U-M Dearborn's Virtual Game Face" in Metro Mode Media (Nov. 16, 2008).

Contributing Editor — World Energy Monthly Review (October and November 2008)
e "Fear and Gouging in Lansing" Vol. 4, No. 10 (Nov. 2008).

e "What Does the DOE Do?" (co-authored with Richard Loomis) Vol. 4, No. 9 (Oct. 2008).

e "On the Ground at DNCO08" Vol. 4, No. 10 (Oct. 2008).

Features Writer (September 2008)
e "Talent by Design" /n Metro Mode Media (Sept. 25, 2008).
e "Oakwood's Expanding Cultural Mission" in Metro Mode Media (Sept. 4, 2008).

Author (August 2008)

The Right Words for Any Occasion (West Side Publishing, an imprint of Publications International, Ltd.

ISBN: 1-4127-1586-5) The desk-top reference for all forms of correspondence for daily life for personal and business
communications made in-print and electronically.

Freelance Writer (August 13, 2008)
"Easing Tension and Fear in Natural Childbirth by Understanding Sphincter Law: An Interview with Ina May Gaskin"

in Mothering.

Book Review (August 8, 2008)
The Smart Ones by Ellen Meister as part of the Blogstop Book Tours Book Review Series. (View review.)

Book Review (June 25, 2008)
Apologies Forthcoming by Xujun Eberlein as part of the Blogstop Book Tours Book Review series. (View review.)

Author (June 2008)
“Realistic Ways to Reduce Your Carbon Footprint” in World Energy Monthly Review, Vol. 4, No. 5 (June 2008)

Book Review (April 10, 2008)
“Freelance Copywriting for Work at Home Moms, by Robert Bly,” posted as a guest blogger at:
http://virtualwordsmith.blogspot.com/2008/04/book-review-freelance-copywriting-for.html



http://www.metromodemedia.com/Print.spix?FileID=1e2ae78e-3db9-41cc-bdc1-27ab0a8a0021
http://www.metromodemedia.com/features/CollegeOfCreativeStudies0086.aspx
http://www.metromodemedia.com/features/OakwoodCulturalCompetency0083.aspx
http://www.mothering.com/articles/pregnancy_birth/birth_preparation/sphincter-law.html
http://musingsfromthemitten.com/2008/08/08/the-smart-one-a-blogstop-book-tour-book-review/
http://musingsfromthemitten.com/2008/06/25/review-apologies-xeberlien/
http://virtualwordsmith.blogspot.com/2008/04/book-review-freelance-copywriting-for.html
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Author (April 2008)
“London Emissions Zone Gets a Green Light” in World Energy Monthly Review, Vol. 4, No. 3 (Apr. 2008).

Contributing Blogger at Babiesonline.com (March 2008)
e Mar. 31, 2008: “New Help for Toilet Learning Difficulties.”
e Mar. 26, 2008: “Homeschooling Under Scrutiny.”

Author (March 2008)
“Mountain top Removal Mining under Scrutiny” in World Energy Monthly Review, Vol. 4, No. 2 (Mar. 2008).

Contributing Blogger for Babiesonline.com (February 2008)

e Feb. 26, 2008: “Increasing Breastmilk Supply Without Galactogogues.”
e Feb. 15, 2008: “Some More Tips for Promoting Early Literacy.”

e Feb. 14, 2008: “Some Tips for Promoting Early Literacy.”

Editor/Proofreader (February/March 2008)
Edited and provided manuscript critique for pre-publication stages of Non-Toxic Networking. From Poisonous to
Popular by Jennifer Gniadecki.

Guest Columnist (December 2007)
“Wanted: A Good Babysitter” in the News-Herald, December 18, 2007.

Author (December 2007)
“Field Report: An Interview with Congressman John Dingell” in World Energy Monthly Review, Vol. 3, No. 11
(December 2007). (Part two of the series started in the October issue.)

Guest Columnist — The News Herald (November 2007)
“Finding family: Past adoption laws make it hard to search,” 7he News Herald (Sun., Nov. 4, 2007, Life & Leisure
cover story.)

Author (October 2007)
“Field Report: What John Dingell Did on His Summer Vacation” in World Energy Monthly Review, Vol. 3, No. 8, pp.
8-9 (December 2007). (The first of a two-part series.)

Features Writer (October to December 2007)

What your publisher won't tell you: A solid platform,” (parts 1 — 3) in Inkwell Newswatch (IN), (ISSN 1712-4328)

A three-part series on the importance of platform for the non-fiction author for the Writer’s Life: Nonfiction features
section. (Each part of the three-part series appeared consecutively from October to December 2008.)

Guest Columnist (September 2007)
"Just say, 'No plastic please.'," The News Herald (Wed., Sept. 12, 2007).

Author (May 2007)
“Field Report: ‘Re-Energize America’ Town Hall Meeting” World Energy Monthly Review, Vol. 3, No. 5, pp. 8-9.

Editor (Red Pencil Editing Services) for CPD Enterprises (June 2005 to October 2008)
Edited and provided research for Craig Pepin-Donat’s 7he Big, Fat Health and Fitness Lie. (Waterside 2007, ISBN: 1-
933754-04-4). Edited content for Pepin-Donat’s Web site and Web material for www.fitadvocate.com.

Contract/Freelance Editor (Red Pencil Editing Services) for Boyd Communications
Edited Winning Spirit the industry quarterly magazine for BASF Automotive Refinish and other copy produced by
Boyd Communications in Farmington Hills, Mich. for its 2005 through 2008 publications.

Author (April 2004)

The Passion of Christ, Publications International, Ltd. (ISBN: 1-4127-1074-X)

An examination of the last 12 hours of Jesus' life as depicted by Renaissance and Baroque masters discussed from a
social-historical perspective.

Staff Writer — Speak to Me Magazine (February to August 2003)

e "The top towns,” Vol. 4, p. 26 (May 2003).

e “And the Oscar goes to...," Vol. 3, p. 30 (May 2003).

¢ “Nowhere to run, nowhere to hide,” Vol. 3, p. 32 (Apr. 2003).

Author (October 1, 2002)
"Avoiding Common Pitfalls in Academic Writing," Edlit Avenue Newsletter, 1ssue 18 (www.editavenue.com).

Contract Editor for nSight (Burlington, Mass.)


http://blogs.babiesonline.com/2008/03/31/new-help-for-toilet-learning-difficulties/
http://blogs.babiesonline.com/2008/03/26/homeschooling-under-scrutiny/
http://blogs.babiesonline.com/2008/02/16/increasing-breast-milk-supply-without-galactogogues/
http://blogs.babiesonline.com/2008/02/15/more-tips-for-promoting-early-literacy/
http://blogs.babiesonline.com/2008/02/14/some-tips-for-promoting-early-literacy/
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e Jan. 2001: Edited pre-publication draft of the journal article by C. Dawn Cain, “Dancing in the Dark:
Deconstructing a Narrative Epiphany on the Isopata Ring,” in 7he American Journal of Archaeology, vol. 105.1.

e  Oct. 2000: Edited pre-publication draft of the journal article by Antigoni Zournatzi, “Inscribed Silver Vessels of
the Odrysian Kings: Gifts, Tribute, and the Diffusion of the Forms of ‘Achaemenid’ Metalware in Thrace,” in 7he
American Journal of Archaeology, vol. 104.

Contributing Author (June 2000)

Monet, Renoir and the Impressionist Landscape (ISBN: 0-88884-713-0)

Wrote ten essays for the exhibition catalogue of the North American tour of the same-titled exhibition organized by
the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston and the National Gallery, Ottawa.

RELEVANT TEACHING & SPEAKING EXPERIENCE

Featured Speaker and Presenter at Business and Learning’s Spring WAH Expo (June 2008)
(www.businessandlearning.com)

Gave one-hour presentation on editing for business including issues about why business owners need editors from
marketing materials to promotional articles, what editors do, how to choose an editor, and common pitfalls and
mistakes in writing.

Guest Lecturer for Belleville-Area Council for the Arts (Nov. 11, 2004) — Belleville, Mich.
Presented a slide lecture and discussion of 7he Art of The Passion in conjunction with a book signing for 7he Passion
of Christ at the Fred C. Fischer Library for the Belleville-Area Council for the Arts lecture series.

Gallery Instructor (August 1999 to January 2003, part-time)
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum — Boston, Mass.
Gave gallery tours and lectures on the collection of Isabella Stewart Gardener for school and adult groups.

Rose Art Museum Workshop (July 2002)

Brandeis University — Waltham, Mass.

Developed and ran a three-day workshop for Waltham, Massachusetts High School English Teachers on World Poetry
and Romantic, Victorian and Modern art.

Rose Art Museum HIP Kids program (Fall 2000, Spring 2001, Fall 2001, and Spring 2002)

Brandeis University — Waltham, Mass.

Developed curriculum for an on-going five-week, after-school arts program in conjunction with concurrent exhibitions
at The Rose Art Museum. Ran program with university artist-in-residence, Robin Dash and undergraduate-student
volunteers and docents.

Visiting Instructor, Department of Art and Art History (Spring 1999, Spring 2000)

University of New Hampshire —Durham, N.H.

Designed and taught upper-level writing-intensive undergraduate seminar: Jtalian Renaissance Architecture (Spring
2000). Designed and taught undergraduate survey course From the Renaissance to the Present. (Spring 1999).

Teaching Fellow Core offices, History Department (Spring 1998)
Harvard University — Cambridge, Mass.
Taught recitation classes for Renaissance Florence to undergraduate students.

Teaching Assistant, Department of Art & Art History (Sept. 1996 to May 1997)

Tufts University — Medford, Mass.

Taught recitations for the Art History survey courses Ancient to Medieval Art History and The Renaissance to the
Present as part of graduate school curriculum. Responsible for running recitations, giving assignments and grading
papers and exams.

Graduate Student Lecturer (Sept. 1996 to May 1997)

Education Department, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston — Boston, Mass.

One of three graduate students selected to research and give original public lectures twice a month, using the
Museum of Fine Art-Boston's permanent collection and special exhibitions.

EDUCATION



ERIKA-MARIE S. GEISS 25680 Greenlawn Ct. = Tavlor. MI 48180 « T/F: 313.291.3812 « C: 313.244.5885
E-mail: erikamarie.s.geiss@gmail.com = www.erikageiss.com

Tufts University (Medford, Mass.)

Master of Arts 1998, Art & Architectural History

Primary concentration: Renaissance and Baroque art and architecture; Secondary concentration: Modern and
Contemporary art and architecture. Master's thesis on Raphael's Chigi Chapel at S. Maria del Popolo Rome and Pope
Julius II's papal banker Agostino Chigi (May 1998).

Brandeis University (Waltham, Mass.)

Bachelor of Arts 1993

Major: Developmental Psychology; Minor: Art History; Honors: Undergraduate Fellow 1993, Undergraduate
Representative for the 1992 University Task Force on the Curriculum.

SKILLS
e  Strong research and writing skills
e  Gallery instruction for general audiences and curricular classes for K-12 and university students
e Visual thinking strategies approach for art education and social historical approach to curricular art education
e  Exhibition and display
e Encapsulating works on paper
e Knowledge and use of proofreaders’ and editors’ marks
e In-depth and hands-on knowledge of exhibition catalogue, magazine and book production
e Strong oral and written communications skills including public speaking and teaching
e Knowledge and use of AP, APA, Chicago Manual and MLA editing styles
e  Adept with Microsoft and Macintosh software applications through Windows Vista
e Fluent in English and Italian, proficient in Spanish, able to read German and French
e  Working knowledge of CSS, HTML, Java script and Macromedia Flash programming
e Design/desktop publishing

SELECTED VOLUNTEER WORK and PROFESSIONAL & CIVIC AFFILIATIONS

Association of Art Editors (AAE)

American Copy Editors Society (ACES)

Freelance Writing Organization International (FWOTI)

International Women'’s Writing Guild (IWWG)

Volunteer for the 2005 Priebe Team campaign. Set up and maintained campaign Web site, edited and proofed

campaign literature in conjunction with campaign designer and writers (Summer-Fall 2005 local city election)

Charter Member, Women’s Ecommerce Association (WECAT)

e Member and Publications Chair, Taylor Friends of the Arts (a sub-division of the Taylor Cultural Arts
Commission)

e Former Commissioner to the City of Taylor Master Plan Steering Committee (Fall 2007 to Spring 2008)

e Volunteer for the Douglas A. Geiss for State Representative (District 22-Michigan) volunteer. Edited and
proofed campaign literature and Web site, drafted some copy for campaign literature. Worked closely with the
designer for major pieces of campaign literature, designed smaller pieces of campaign literature.

e LinkedIn Member (http://www.linkedin.com/in/erikaswansongeiss)

e An accomplished violinist of 30+ years, Geiss is also a member of the Suzuki Association of the Americas

References, personal biographical data and writing samples furnished upon request. Selected writing samples,
clips, reviews and bio are also available at www.erikageiss.com.


http://www.linkedin.com/in/erikaswansongeiss

